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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
Lady Barnet ...........................................Soprano
Lord Barnet ...................................................Bass
Matty Groves ............................................. Tenor
Hunting Captain .................................... Baritone
Handmaid .............................................Soprano
Old Fellow ............................................. Baritone
Young Woman ..............................................Alto
Chorus of Townsfolk ................................... SATB
Chorus of Hunters ........................................... TB
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1.1	-	Overture

SCENE	1
The	mid-sixteenth	century.	Morning.	Northern	England,	the	town	of	Barnet	Castle.	In	the	Churchyard.

Full	Score	-	1Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 1.1	-	Overture
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Slow. 	=	56 A	lilting	dance,	no	rubato. 	=	69
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1.1	-	Overture

1.2	-	High	Holiday	A

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-242	-	Full	Score
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High, high, ho ly day!
Lights	fade	up.	
Townfolk	enter	one	by	one.

High ho ly day

unis.

High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the

Ho ly word to hear!
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High, high, ho ly day!

year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!

Enter	Matty	Groves.

High ho ly day

An	old	fellow	pulls	away	from	
the	chorus	and	goes	to	Matty.
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And why should I not be? I am where my will takes me, and it takes me here, to Bar net Town.

Mat ty Groves! Here, in Bar net Town? Then coun cil your will the wis er, your ex ploits will

Matty	Groves

Old	Fellow

Piano

k

kk
k
k

kk
k
k

83 84 85 86 87 88

#
# 

#Ï
Ï Ï À 

#



Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï

 

Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï  
#
# 

#
#

Ï
ÏÏ

#
#
Ï
ÏÏ
nÏÏ
Ï #Ï
Ï
Ï


#
Ï
ÏÏ

  ÏÏ
Ï

#ÏÏ
Ï
Ï
#ÏÏ
Ï

 ÏÏ
Ï
Ï Ï
ÏÏ

#
#

Ï
Ï #

#

Ï

Ï
Ï

Ï
#
Ï
Ï
Ï
 #
Ï
Ï
Ï

.

 
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

 Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï ?

&

?

V

3

5
4

6
8

5
4

6
8

5
4

6
8

- - - - - -

- - -

For give Hah! Why should I seek for give ness when I have done no
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1.2	-	High	Holiday	A

1.3	-	Matty	and	the	Old	Fellow

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-244	-	Full	Score
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The	old	felllow	rejoins	the	chorus.

A	young	woman	pulls	away	
from	the	chorus	and	goes	to	Matty.

High, high, ho ly day!

High ho ly day

Ho ly word to hear!
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Who else? A las, dear la dy, your hopes shall not be met, for mine are placed else where.

la dy of our grace Then hope I see you af ter mass? Well, should else where prove un
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High, high, ho ly day!

The	young	woman	rejoins	the	chorus.

High ho ly day

Ho ly word to hear!

true, a fine hope may be found in a near er place. A dieu, Mat ty Groves.
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High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!
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High, high, ho ly day!

High

Chorus	and	Matty	begins	to	
filter	offstage	into	the	church.	
Enter	Lady	Barnet	and	her	Handmaid.

ho ly day

The	Lady	and	her	Handmaid	make	their	
way	toward	the	church,	joining	the	crowd...

Ho ly word to hear!
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...But	the	Lady	notices	Matty,	and	he	her.	
They	stop	while	the	crowd	moves	past	them.	
The	Handmaid	notices	the	Lady,	then	hides.

Matty,	the	Lady,	and	the	hidden	
Handmaid	are	left	onstage..
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Full long have I sought your sight. O well it does, sir rah.

And does the quar ry sat is fy the hunt?
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The kings a rise, the lords de vise, in coun cil met there to.
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Ask you not how I am? Un well lit tle Mat ty. Aye un well. For the hart I seek is not as I would have it

How are you now, La dy? Un well? And how would you have your hart?
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for thy sake Be tide my death, be tide my life, this night shalt thou be with me, this night shalt thou be with me.
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They	hold	one	another.

Mat ty... The noon bell rings... ‘Tis true, we must a way. This night, in the bosom of the darkness,
shall we meet in my Lord’s castle.
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A dieu, Mat ty Groves.

They	part.	The	chorus	sings	from	offstage...
The	chorus	enters	in	a	bustle.	Matty,	the	Lady,	
and	the	Handmaid	join	in	with	them.
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High, high, ho ly day!
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Exit	the	chorus,	Matty,	and	the	Lady,	
leaving	the	Handmaid	all	alone.

year. ah ah mm

oo

oo

ah ah mm

Townsfolk

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Piano

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k k k k k k k k k k

k k k

k
k
k kk k
k
kk k
k kk k
k
kk k k

k
k

k
k

k

k
k k
k
k
k

k

k
k k
k
k
k

k

k

k

k

k
k
k

k
k
k

k
k
k

k
k
k

k
k
k

k
k
k

k k
k k k k k

k k

k

k

k k k k k k k k k k k k k

k

k

k k k k
k k

k
k k

k k

k k k k k
k k k

k
k k k

k k

repeat	ad	lib.

safety
repeat	ad	lib.

repeat	ad	lib.

safety

safety

safety

safety

safety

safety

safety

safety

257 258 259 260 261 262 263 264 265 266 267 268


U p

S F f

 


Ï Ï Ï  Ï Ï Ï  Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï




Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï



Ï Ï
Ï Ï
 

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï



Ï
  

Ï
Ï

U
      

U

p

    

Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

U

F

 

 ú ú



ú

   

U
F

  ú

ú

ú

ú
nú
ú

   

U      

U      

U

P

  

ú
ú



   

Ï ú

U

f

,

p




ú


ú



ú



ú
ú


ú ú Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

U

f

,

p



n

ú

ú



ú n


ú ú
ú
ú



 ú ú Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

U

f

,

p

 
ú


ú



ú


ú
 ú

 ú ú w w











?
b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

B b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

?
b
b
b
b

?
b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b



con	sord.

con	sord.

con	sord.

con	sord.

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

3 3 3

3

3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Lento 	=	56

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

- - - - - - -My la dy with this knave? She, with this er rant, lus ty knave? To spoil the good name of Bar net with vil lage mud! O, that is treach er y And yet,

oh

oh

trem.

trem.

trem.

Handmaid

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Piano

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k
k

k
k

k

k
k
k

k

269 270 271 272 273 274 275

1.8	-	We	Must	Away

1.10	-	Before	the	Break	of	Day

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 Full	Score	-	15

PERUSAL



U

P

Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï nÏ Ï 



Ï nÏ Ï ú   


Ï Ï



Ï nÏ
Ï
-
bú
ú
  

Ï Ï



Ï Ï



Ï Ï Ï nÏ Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï nÏ

U
         

,






P 




U






FÏ

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

#Ï

#Ï nÏ ÏnÏ
Ï

#Ï

#Ï nÏ ÏnÏ
Ï

nÏ

nÏ
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï n

n
#

#
#

#
w

w
w
w
w

w

n

n

ú

ú

úú
ú

ú



ú
ú
úú
ú
 

Ï

Ï
Ï

ÏÏÏ

Ï

Ï
Ï

ÏÏÏ
n

Ï

Ï
Ï
ÏÏ

U p
        

nÏÏ ÏÏ n
ÏÏ

U

p

        
ÏÏ ÏÏ ÏÏ

U         

U         

¹

U

F

Ï Ï Ï nÏ Ï Ï nÏ Ï ú



w nÏ
Ï ú


ú ú Ï

Ï Ï Ï

,

¹

U

F

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï
nÏ
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
#Ï
nÏ
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
nÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï nw ú ú ú ú Ï

Ï Ï Ï

,

¹

U

F

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
nÏ
#Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
nÏ
#Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
nÏ
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï w ú ú ú ú Ï

nÏ Ï nÏ

,

¹

U

F

ú nú ú ú w w ú ú
ú ú Ï Ï Ï Ï











?
b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

B b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

?
b
b
b
b

?
b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b

& b
b
b
b



3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3

3

3

3 3 3

3

3 3 3 3 3

3 3

3

3

3

3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3
ritardandoritardando Steadfast 	=	72

2
4

2
4

2
4

2
4

- - - - -she is my la dy... my la dy and she, her great lord’s wife. Well, al though I am my la dy’s maid, I must be Lord Bar net’s
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- - - -

- - -
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Enter	the	Hunters,	with	tankards	of	ale	and	their	catch.

There’s a lus ty li quor which good fel lows used to take a

Pass time with good com pa ny, I love and shall un till I die.

Pass time with good com pa ny, I love and shall un till I die.

Pass time with good com pa ny, I love and shall un till I die.

Lord	Barnet
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2.1	-	Pastime	with	Good	Companye

SCENE	2
Dusk.	Souther	England,	in	Lord	Barnet’s	hunting	camp.

Full	Score	-	19Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 2.1	-	Pastime	with	Good	Companye
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It’s dis tilled with nard most rich and wat ers of the lake a. Hic!

Youth must have some da li ance of good or ill shall none de ny Then who can say, but
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and sound your call! Being bar rel’d up they call’t a cup of good ol’ dain ty sting o! Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!

div.	a	3

Bow wow wow!

sing, and dance! and sound your call! Bvvv Bvvv

unis.

Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!

Woof woof woof woof woof!

sing, and dance! and sound your call! Being bar rel’d up they call’t a cup of good ol’ dain ty sing o! Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!
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Hail to Lord Bar net! Ne ver be fore have I seen one ride with such va li ance, such bra ve ry and fear less strength! Huz zay!

They	all	clash	their	
tankards	and	drink.

Quaffing

None but the King sur passed him. Huz zay!
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Bah!

They	taost

Quaffing	and	guffawing

Enter	the	Handmaid,	breathless.
The	Captain	goes	to	her,	while
the	others	keep	making	merry.

The	Handmaid	and	the	
Captain	share	discrete	words.	
Then	he	brings	her	through	the	

Hunters	to	Lord	Barnet.

True, my Lord; but let not the stin go loose your tongue too much, lest it run fas ter than the King’s hounds on the hunt.

Quaffing	and	guffawing

Hark! Who goes there?

To the Lord!
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Let her speak! What news, what news, my

My Lord a maid en, run all the way from Bar net town. She seeks a pri vate coun cil, sir.
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lit tle maid ens’ hand, what news have you brought to me? I said speak.

The	Handmaid	hesitates.

My Lord, I fear, it fits not this for est air. I beg you grant me your ear a lone.
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2.2	-	Hail	to	Lord	Barnet
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If this be a lie, little handmaid, a lie you speak to me,
a gallows shall we rig, and hanged you shall be.

The	Lord	goes	to	her	very	close,	
and	takes	her	by	the	jaw.

She is a bed with Mat ty Groves. If this be a lie, sir, no gallows need you
rig, but hang me upon the nearest tree.

Lord	Barnet
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Allegro	con	fuoco	 	=	116
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He	lets	her	go	and	stands	away	from	his	men.
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- - - - - - -sleep ing man; sad dle your hor ses O sad dle your steeds, for Mat ty Groves, Mat ty Groves, Mat ty groves must be dead by
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Mat ty must be dead by morn.

Make no sound, blow no horn, Mat ty must be dead by morn.
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3.1	-	O	Hark!

SCENE	3
The	little	hours.	Barnet	Castle,	in	the	Lord	and	Lady’s	bedchamber.
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Lights	dim.	Enter	Matty	a-running,	half-dressed,
the	Lady	Barnet	closely	behind	him.
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- - - -Mat ty... Hush, my hart, O hush, my hart. ‘Tis but a shep herd boy, driv ing sheep un to the fold.

The

Lady	Barnet

Matty	Groves

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k

k

34 35 36 37 38 39

,



Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï

 

Ï bÏ
 

Ï
Ï 


Ï bÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï



Ï  
   

,

Ï
ú

Ï bÏ Ï
Ï Ï bú

Ï ú 

,

#Ï
ú bú Ï

Ï Ï bú Ï #Ï ú


,
Ï

ú ú Ï Ï #Ï ú Ï bú



,

P

Ï #ú ú nÏ bÏ Ï ú bÏ ú

 Ï
-





?

B

&

&

V

& 3
4

2
4

3
4

2
4

3
4

2
4
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back from the cold, and keep, and keep my back from the cold.
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Be with me. Be with me. Be with me.

The	Lady	draws	Matty	offstage.	
Lights	to	almost	black.

Be with me. Be with me.
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- -Well, lit tle Mat ty Groves, how do you like my bed? How do you like my sheets, sir? How do you like my fair young bride, who lay in your arms and sleeps?

Lord	Barnet

195

p f p

Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï



Ï

#Ï




Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï nÏ Ï




Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï



Ï #Ï



Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï



Ï ú
V

-Well do I like your bed, sir, and well do I like your sheets. Much bet ter do I like your fair young bride who lay in my arms, and sleeps.

Matty	Groves

196



 
f

ú
Ï



Ï
Ï
 Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï



Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï



Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï

f



ú ú ú ú Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

       

       

p f

   
ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

Ï
Ï 

       

       

f ê f



Ï

  
Ï

Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï


ê f

   
Ï

Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï



ê
f

 Ï
>
Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
>
Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï

Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï



ê f



ú


ú


ú


ú


ú


ú Ï Ï Ï













B

&

?

?

&

&

&

?

&



?

2

2

2

2

4 2 2 2 2 2

Allegretto 	=	76
spitting

12
8

12
8

12
8

12
8

6
8

6
8

6
8

6
8

- - - - -Get up, get up, Lit tle Mat ty Groves, and put your cloth ing on. It shall ne’er be said in fair Eng land I slew a nak ed

oh aa

Lord	Barnet

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Piano

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k

k k k k k k k k k k

k
k

k
k

k
k

k
k
k

k
k k k k

k
k k k k

k k

k k k k

k k k k k k

197 198 199 200 201 202 203 204
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Matty	knicks	the	Lord.
Enter	the	Lady.

The	Lord	stabs	Matty	through
and	kills	him.
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The	Lord	drops	his	grip	on	his	blade,
and	Matty's	body	falls	to	the	ground.
The	Lady	goes	and	holds	his	corpse.

The	Lord	goes	to	her	very	close
and	stands	above	her.
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The	Lord	suddenly	grabs	
Matty's	blade	and	kills	her.
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The	Hunters	knock	from	without
while	the	Lord	slumps	to	the	ground
beside	the	Lady's	corpse.
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