
THE BALLAD OF
MATTY GROVES

ADAPTED AND COMPOSED 
BY LIAM BERRY

FULL SCORE
APPROX. 45 MIN

2023-03-06

INSTRUMENTATION
Percussion

Antique Cymbals
Suspended Cymbal

Tambourine
Frame Drum

Bass Drum (Gran Casa)

Guitar

SATB

Piano & Organ

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Copyright © Liam Berry 2022-2023

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
Lady Barnet............................................Soprano
Lord Barnet....................................................Bass
Matty Groves.............................................. Tenor
Hunting Captain..................................... Baritone
Handmaid..............................................Soprano
Old Fellow.............................................. Baritone
Young Woman...............................................Alto
Chorus of Townsfolk.................................... SATB
Chorus of Hunters............................................ TB

PERUSAL



This page intentionally left blank.

PERUSAL




U

p


ú
  

ú
      

U

¹

ú
ú
úú

ú

ú

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï            

U
¹ p


ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú

ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú

Ï
Ï



Ï



Ï
   úú

 ú
ú

U            

U

¹


ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú

ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú
ú

Ï
Ï



Ï
Ï
     

U            

U

P

,

F
P p

 
Ï
Ï

Ï Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï Ï
Ï



Ï Ï Ï Ï


Ï
ú

Ï
Ï Ï Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï

Ï Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï Ï
Ï Ï
Ï Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï Ï
Ï
Ï #Ï Ï Ï #Ï Ï Ï  Ï

Ï nÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï  


Ï

U

¹ F P

          Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï  Ï Ï

Ï
Ï Ï 

U ,

F P

ú ú ú ú ú ú ú ú Ï Ï
Ï #Ï Ï #Ï Ï 

nÏ Ï Ï Ï Ï 

U

F P

         

Ï Ï Ï Ï


Ï Ï



Ï Ï bÏ Ï


Ï Ï












&

?

?

&

?

&

&

B

&



Slowly,	molto	rubato. 	=	112

	quasi	�ddle

6
8

6
8

6
8

mm mm oo oo

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Organ

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k

k
k
kk
kk

k
k
k
k
k
k

k
k
k
k
k
k
k
k

k
k k

k
k
k

kk kk kk kk kk kk kk kk

k
k k

k
k
k
k k k

k
k

k
kk
k k k k k

k k

k k
k k

k
k k k

k k k k k k k k k
k k k k k k k

k
k k k k

k

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

p

    

ú

  

ú



F

    

Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï  Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï Ï
Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï  Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï Ï Ï Ï  Ï Ï Ï Ï Ï

p

¹








Ï Ï
ú



Ï Ï #úú úú ÏÏ ÏÏ
 ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

p

 búú úú úú ÏÏ ÏÏ
      

    
ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

ú
ú

          

,

P

ú Ï Ï Ï
Ï #ú ú Ï Ï



Ï Ï
Ï

Ï Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï Ï
Ï



Ï Ï Ï Ï


Ï
ú

Ï
Ï Ï Ï

Ï

Ï
Ï

Ï Ï Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï 

Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï
Ï

Ï
Ï
Ï

p

,

¹

ú ú #ú ú Ï Ï


Ï ú ú ú Ï
Ï ú ú

p ¹

bú ú ú ú Ï Ï  ú ú ú Ï Ï ú ú

p ¹

ú ú ú ú Ï Ï

ú ú ú Ï Ï

ú
ú











&

?

?

&

?

&

&

B

&



ah

ah oo oo

ah

ah

S.

A.

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Organ

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k

k
k
k
k kk kk k

k
k
k

k
k

k
k

k
k

k
k

kk k
k
kk k

kk kk kk kk kk kk

k k k k k k k
k k

k
k
k
k k k

k
k
k

k k k k k k k k k
k k k

k k k k k k k k k k k k

k k k k k k k k k k
k k

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

1.1	-	Overture

SCENE	1
The	mid-sixteenth	century.	Morning.	Northern	England,	the	town	of	Barnet	Castle.	In	the	Churchyard.

Full	Score	-	1Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 1.1	-	Overture
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1.1	-	Overture

1.2	-	High	Holiday	A

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-242	-	Full	Score
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High, high, ho ly day!
Lights	fade	up.	
Townfolk	enter	one	by	one.

High ho ly day

unis.

High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the

Ho ly word to hear!

ah ah High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the

ah ah High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the

Townsfolk

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Piano

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k

k k k k k

k k k

k k k
k k k k k k

k k k k k k k k k k

k
k
k
k

k
k
k
k

k
k

k

k

k

k
k
k

k
k

k
k

k k k

k k k k
k k k k k k

k k
k k k

k k k
k k k k k k k k k k k k

k k
k

k k k
k

repeat	ad	lib.

repeat	ad	lib.
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1.2	-	High	Holiday	AMatty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 Full	Score	-	3
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High, high, ho ly day!

year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!

Enter	Matty	Groves.

High ho ly day

An	old	fellow	pulls	away	from	
the	chorus	and	goes	to	Matty.

Ho ly word to hear!

year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!

year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!
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And why should I not be? I am where my will takes me, and it takes me here, to Bar net Town.

Mat ty Groves! Here, in Bar net Town? Then coun cil your will the wis er, your ex ploits will
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For give Hah! Why should I seek for give ness when I have done no

find lit tle for give ness here.

	

Matty	Groves

Old	Fellow
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1.2	-	High	Holiday	A

1.3	-	Matty	and	the	Old	Fellow

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-244	-	Full	Score
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wrongs?

The	old	felllow	rejoins	the	chorus.

A	young	woman	pulls	away	
from	the	chorus	and	goes	to	Matty.

High, high, ho ly day!

High ho ly day

Ho ly word to hear!

Townsfolk	div.	a	3
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A one more fair than an y la dy’s here, mad am.

Mat ty Groves! It is a fine sight to see you here in Bar net Town. Which fair face brings you here this day? You mean our
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Who else? A las, dear la dy, your hopes shall not be met, for mine are placed else where.

la dy of our grace Then hope I see you af ter mass? Well, should else where prove un

Matty	Groves

Young	Woman

Piano
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1.3	-	Matty	and	the	Old	Fellow

1.4	-	Matty	and	the	Young	Woman

Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 Full	Score	-	5
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High, high, ho ly day!

The	young	woman	rejoins	the	chorus.

High ho ly day

Ho ly word to hear!

true, a fine hope may be found in a near er place. A dieu, Mat ty Groves.

Townsfolk	div.	a	3
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High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!

High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!

High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the year! When all good souls go down to church, the ho ly word to hear!
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1.4	-	Matty	and	the	Young	Woman

1.5	-	High	Holiday	B
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Chorus	and	Matty	begins	to	
filter	offstage	into	the	church.	
Enter	Lady	Barnet	and	her	Handmaid.

ho ly day

The	Lady	and	her	Handmaid	make	their	
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...But	the	Lady	notices	Matty,	and	he	her.	
They	stop	while	the	crowd	moves	past	them.	
The	Handmaid	notices	the	Lady,	then	hides.

Matty,	the	Lady,	and	the	hidden	
Handmaid	are	left	onstage..
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This night shalt thou be with me So deep is my love for thee And

life, be tide my death. And for thy sake I’ll haz ard my breath. And for they sake, I’ll
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for thy sake Be tide my death, be tide my life, this night shalt thou be with me, this night shalt thou be with me.

haz ard my breath so deep is my love for thee. Be tide my life! Be with
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Be with me. Be with me. Be with me.

They	kiss.

me. Be with me. Be with me.
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They	hold	one	another.

Mat ty... The noon bell rings... ‘Tis true, we must a way. This night, in the bosom of the darkness,
shall we meet in my Lord’s castle.

My La dy, we must a way, the par ish can not find us here. My La dy!

mm oh

mm oh
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A dieu, Mat ty Groves.

They	part.	The	chorus	sings	from	offstage...
The	chorus	enters	in	a	bustle.	Matty,	the	Lady,	
and	the	Handmaid	join	in	with	them.

div.	a	3

High, high, ho ly day!

High ho ly day

Ho ly word to hear!

High, high, ho ly day, the best day of the

High, high, ho ly day,
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2.1	-	Pastime	with	Good	Companye

SCENE	2
Dusk.	Souther	England,	in	Lord	Barnet’s	hunting	camp.

Full	Score	-	19Matty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 2.1	-	Pastime	with	Good	Companye
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and sound your call! Being bar rel’d up they call’t a cup of good ol’ dain ty sting o! Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!

div.	a	3

Bow wow wow!

sing, and dance! and sound your call! Bvvv Bvvv

unis.

Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!

Woof woof woof woof woof!

sing, and dance! and sound your call! Being bar rel’d up they call’t a cup of good ol’ dain ty sing o! Let’s drink the bar rel to the dregs of good ol’ juice of bar ley!
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Hail to Lord Bar net! Ne ver be fore have I seen one ride with such va li ance, such bra ve ry and fear less strength! Huz zay!

They	all	clash	their	
tankards	and	drink.

Quaffing

None but the King sur passed him. Huz zay!
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Bah!

They	taost

Quaffing	and	guffawing

Enter	the	Handmaid,	breathless.
The	Captain	goes	to	her,	while
the	others	keep	making	merry.

The	Handmaid	and	the	
Captain	share	discrete	words.	
Then	he	brings	her	through	the	

Hunters	to	Lord	Barnet.

True, my Lord; but let not the stin go loose your tongue too much, lest it run fas ter than the King’s hounds on the hunt.

Quaffing	and	guffawing

Hark! Who goes there?

To the Lord!
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Let her speak! What news, what news, my

My Lord a maid en, run all the way from Bar net town. She seeks a pri vate coun cil, sir.

Lord	Barnet
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lit tle maid ens’ hand, what news have you brought to me? I said speak.

The	Handmaid	hesitates.

My Lord, I fear, it fits not this for est air. I beg you grant me your ear a lone.
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Handmaid

Ant.	Cym.
Sus.	Cym.

Tamb.
Fr.	Dr.
B.	Dr.

Gtr

S.
A.

T.
B.

Piano

Vln	1

Vln	2

Vla

Vc.

k k

88 89 90 91 92 93

2.2	-	Hail	to	Lord	Barnet
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- - - -Well? What news have you brought to me? Are an y brid ges broke, or cast les burnt down? Are an y of my men false been? Speak!

None of your

My Lord
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If this be a lie, little handmaid, a lie you speak to me,
a gallows shall we rig, and hanged you shall be.

The	Lord	goes	to	her	very	close,	
and	takes	her	by	the	jaw.

She is a bed with Mat ty Groves. If this be a lie, sir, no gallows need you
rig, but hang me upon the nearest tree.

Lord	Barnet
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He	lets	her	go	and	stands	away	from	his	men.
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Sa dle your hor ses, sad dle your steed, Mat ty shall re gret this deed!
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Off-stage,	the	Hunters
kill	Goodfellow. Lights	slowly	fade	to	almost	black;	night	falls.
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3.1	-	O	Hark!

SCENE	3
The	little	hours.	Barnet	Castle,	in	the	Lord	and	Lady’s	bedchamber.
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Lights	dim.	Enter	Matty	a-running,	half-dressed,
the	Lady	Barnet	closely	behind	him.

hark, hark, dear La dy, your Lord is near, your Lord is near! And should he find me in your arms, in your arms, O! Should he find me caught with in your arms—
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Be tide my life, my death! For thy sake I’ll haz ard my breath so deep, so deep is my
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back from the cold, and keep, and keep my back from the cold.

love for thee!
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Be with me. Be with me. Be with me.

The	Lady	draws	Matty	offstage.	
Lights	to	almost	black.

Be with me. Be with me.
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Lights	dim.
Enter	Lord	Barnet,	as	quietly	as	possible.	
He	has	a	sword.	He	sits	and	waits.
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Lights	slightly	brighter.	
The	first	light	of	dawn	begins	to	colour	the	sky.
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Matty	knicks	the	Lord.
Enter	the	Lady.

The	Lord	stabs	Matty	through
and	kills	him.
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The	Lord	drops	his	grip	on	his	blade,
and	Matty's	body	falls	to	the	ground.
The	Lady	goes	and	holds	his	corpse.
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and	stands	above	her.

O... O well do I like your cheek, O well do I like your

Well, my fair young bride, Who now do yo like the best, Mat ty Groves, or me?
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The	Hunters	knock	from	without
while	the	Lord	slumps	to	the	ground
beside	the	Lady's	corpse.

The	Hunters	burst	on	stage.
The	Captain	steps	forward	
and	takes	in	the	bloody	sight.
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all. Why did you not stay my hand when I waxed so wroth? Woe! Woe! Woe! Woe!
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- - - - -Hanged? Hanged, to mor row? So cur sed be my hand, and cur sed be my bride, my bride, my bride, So cur sed be.
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- -O, bet ter loved she Mat ty Groves... A grave. A grave dig you now,
to put these lovers in.
But lay me not with them.

The	Lord	takes	the	sword	
from	his	Lady's	breast
and	kills	himself. Lights	fade.

Hear you now the bells? They ring in the dreadful morn.
Come, and dig us now a grave to put these lovers in.
And another for our Lord. May God forgive them all.
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3.8	-	Scene	3	EndingMatty	Groves	-	2023-03-24 Full	Score	-	45
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